
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

No.2 of Term 4, 8th December  2022  

 

Diary Dates 
Term 4 OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 

 

 Monday 5th - 9th Dec—Year 10/11 

Work Experience 

 Thursday 8th Dec -  P1 & P2 

Maritime Museum excursion 

 Fri 9th Dec - Year F-6 Assembly 

 Monday 12th Dec - Year 6 

Graduation 

 Wednesday 14th Dec— Year F-6 

Christmas concert 

 Thursday 15th Dec - Celebration of 

Success 9am 

 Monday 12th - Friday 16th Dec - 

Year 7/8/9 Activities week 

 Friday 16th Dec - 2:15pm Early 

dismissal, last day of term!!!!! 

 
 
  

 

 

 
  

Hi Everyone,  

The end of the year is a busy time for schools, with a range of 

celebratory events on the calendar. The Senior Formal, Celebration 

of Success, Year 6 Graduation and Primary School Concert are all 

well attended events which couldn't run if not for the hard work of 

teachers, students and support staff. Thank you to everyone who 

supports these events, especially behind the scenes.  

 

2022 started with a continuation of compulsory masks, social distancing and for many, 

periods of isolation and quarantine. There is no doubt that such disruptions had a 

negative impact on student learning. Moving into 2023 we have an opportunity to start a 

school year with more certainty than has been the case for a number of years. At Keith 

Area School, this will mean adjusting our Site Improvement Plan to ensure that we are 

taking all necessary steps to enhance student learning and improve student outcomes, 

especially in numeracy and reading.  

 

One of the biggest changes that students, parents and teachers will adjust to in 2023 is 

the implementation of our school's new learner management system - Daymap. Daymap is 

the most comprehensive and flexible learning and teaching management system in 

Australia. It is used across the country in varying settings, from small country schools to 

large prestigious independent schools, from cloud hosted clusters of schools to distance 

and home education.  For our teachers and administration staff, Daymap will streamline a 

number of administrative and operational processes to help them better manage the 

competing demands of their highly complex jobs. For parents, rollout of the Daymap 

Parent Portal in term will ensure that parents can: 

 

 view student timetables and connect with teachers and office staff quickly and easily 

 access assessment schedules and know exactly what summative tasks and 

homework students have to do 

 see student results in real time, rather than waiting for reports at the end of every 

term and semester to know what grade their student is on 

 

We will use the school holidays to fine-tune our knowledge of Daymap. Parent's will receive 

information about using the software at the beginning of the 2023 school year.  

 

I would like to conclude by thanking everyone who has helped me out over the last three 

terms. When moving to Keith 12 months ago, I did 

not expect to be the Acting Principal so soon. The 

vast majority of the school community have been 

exceptionally supportive, giving me the space and 

advice required to starting learning about the 

complexities of the principalship on the job. I am 

very appreciative of your patience. In particular, I 

would like to thank the staff of Keith Area School. I 

have worked at a number of schools throughout my 

career and can say with confidence that KAS has 

one of the most outstanding teaching teams in 

South Australia. I am thoroughly looking forward to 

returning to the Deputy Principal's chair where I can 

continue working with you when Mr O'Connor returns 

in 2023.  

 

Take Care, 

Russell 

Wotton 

FEEDBACK 
At Keith Area School we value the input 

that we receive from parents and  

community members. If you would like 

to provide the school with some  

feedback there are many ways that you 

can get in touch with us. 

In person, speaking to a teacher, leader 

or another staff member. You can also 

provide us feedback in writing via a 

letter or email to 

dl.0757.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

KEITH AREA SCHOOL Tolmer Tce 

Keith SA 5267 

P: 08 8755 1177 

F: 08 8755 1618 

E: dl.0757.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

ACHIEVE  -  COURAGE  -  COOPERATE  -  RESPECT 

With my Ag Idol Miss Grace Langley.  



2023 TEACHING STAFF 

 

PRIMARY SUB-SCHOOL - Managed by Mrs Kristy Clark (Primary Assistant Principal) 
Early Years Home Groups 
Room J1 – Year 2 – Mrs Ellena Osborne 

Room J2 – Year 1 – Mrs Jane Thompson (Mon-Wed) and Mrs Karen O’Connor (Wed-Fri) 

Room J3 – Foundation – Mrs Sonia Smith 

 

Primary Home Groups 
Room P1 – Year 5/6 – Ms Jessica McKinnon 

Room P3 – Year 5/6 – Mrs Erika Lamont (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) and Mr Ben Judson (Wed) 

Room P6 – Year 4/5 – Ms Ceri Price 

Room P7 – Year 3 – Mrs Jen Culley 

 

Other Primary Teachers 
Junior Primary - Mrs Kristy Clark 

Primary - Mrs Kristy Clark, Miss Phoebe Pado, Mr Brayden Chambers, Mr Russell Wotton 

 

SECONDARY SUB-SCHOOL -  Managed by Ms Chantelle Lucas (Secondary Assistant Principal) 
Secondary Home Groups 
Room M1 – Year 7/8A – Mr Ben Lamont 

Room M2 – Year 7/8B – Mr Ben Judson (Mon, Tues, Thu, Fri) and Ms Chantelle Lucas (Wed) 

Room M3 – Year 7/8C – Mrs Rachel Harkness 

Room S1 – Year 9 – Mr Troy Esdale 

Room S2 – Year 10 – Mr Ben Hannam 

Room S4 – Year 11/12 – Ms Kelsey Day 

 

Secondary Teachers 
Mr Ken Blake – Maths / Science / Physics 

Mr Brayden Chambers – English / HPE 

Ms Kelsey Day – Home Economics / Humanities 

Mr Troy Esdale – Technologies / HPE 

Mrs Rachel Farmer – English / Humanities 

Mr Ben Hannam – English / HPE / Exploring Identities and Futures (EIF) 

Mrs Rachel Harkness – Maths / Science / Chemistry  

Mr Ben Judson – Humanities 

Mr Ben Lamont – Maths / Science / Outdoor Education 

Ms Chantelle Lucas – Humanities / Activating Identities and Futures (AIF) 

Ms Phoebe Pado – HPE 

Mrs Penny Rashed – Drama 

Mrs Deb Sanders – Biology / Agriculture 

Mr Russell Wotton - Agriculture 

 

WHOLE SCHOOL 

Mr Tobias O’Connor (Principal) 

Mr Russell Wotton (Deputy Principal) 

Ms Chantelle Lucas (Secondary Assistant Principal) 

Ms Kristy Clark (Primary Assistant Principal) 

Mr Ben Judson (Years 5-9 Learning & Engagement Coordinator) 

Mrs Karen O’Connor (Reading & Intervention Coordinator) 

Mrs Deb Sanders (Wellbeing Teacher) 

Mrs Ceri Price (Autism Inclusion Teacher) 

SA TERM DATES  



From the Leadership Team 

From the Deputy Principal & Primary Assistant Principal- Mrs Kristy Clark  

What an exciting and busy time of the year. Firstly, a big congratulations to the SRC students. They presented a        

remarkable Remembrance Day ceremony. It was lovely to have members of the local RSL as well as council and      

community members there to help us share in the special ceremony. 

 

Reports 

The teachers are working very hard on getting the reports completed. I have enjoyed reading about all of the student 

progress this year. 

 

Basketball 

Well done Mr Blake and the Year 9/10 girls. After years of trying, we finally won the State School Championships. The 

girls ended up with only five players for most of the day but represented the school with pride and courage. A fantastic 

achievement for all involved. The Year 9/10 boys had a fantastic day also, making many new friends along the way. 

 

Swimming 

A big congratulations to our Foundation to Year 7 students. The swimming lessons are a large part of our curriculum 

this term. It has been amazing to see the progress in the pool already this week. 

 

Transition 

What an exciting time of year for our students transitioning both into school and High School. We loved having the Year 

6 parents and the kindy parents at our information sessions this week. We are looking forward to our Year 7 transition 

days next week. 

 

We have our final primary assembly in Week 8. We are looking forward to awarding our Principal and Deputy awards. 

Well done to the winners of the Lions Literacy Award. The judges were very impressed by the outstanding entries. 

 

Hardships of War 

Well done to Miss Heysen and the Year 7’s. There are some fantastic displays in the library of their work. 

 

Art Show 

Well done to Mrs Farmer, the Art show in the library looks amazing, make sure you have time to take a look. 

 

Holidays 

As we come to the end of a busy year, we would like to thank everyone for their support. I wish everyone a happy and 

safe Christmas and I look forward to welcoming everyone back next 

year. 

2022 Literacy Award  

This year, Keith Area School held our annual Literacy Award, with a 

focus on Narrative Writing. It was great to read a range of descriptive 

stories and the judges were impressed by the quality of the entries.  

This year we had a range of judges from the community and teachers 

who volunteered to read and then select the winning entries from each 

section. Keith Area School would like to thank the judges for the time 

they spent reading and selecting the winners. We would also like to 

thank the Lions Club of Keith for their generous support of our Literacy 

Award.   

 

Foundation – Year 2  

1st – Nessa B  

2nd – Elsie C  

Mentions – Arabella M, Ada R  

  

Years 3-6  

1st – Holly M  

2nd – Des T  

Mentions – Rufus L, Carys M  



REMEBRANCE DAY 
 

Keith Area School were proud to 

host the Remembrance Day service 

on behalf of the local RSL .   

 

The Student Representative Council 

did a wonderful job leading the  

service which was attended by 

school and community members as 

well as invited guests including the 

Mayor Graham Excell and local RSL 

Chairperson Laurence Oliver.   

 

It is always a pleasure to have  

Rosemary Gerhardy contribute to the 

atmosphere of the service with the 

playing of the bagpipes.  

 

A special moment during the service 

was the Foundation and Year 1  

students placing poppies alongside 

the wreaths.  



LIBRARY NEWS 

The makerspace and craft with Makayla have continued to be popular in the library at lunchtime. There will 

additionally be some Christmas craft activities in Week 9 and during the school holidays. We had a Christmas 

celebration to thank all those student volunteers that have shown consistent commitment to the task over 

the semester. Well done everyone! 

 
Opening hours during the school holidays are; 

Tuesday to Friday 8:30am to 4pm, closed for lunch 1pm to 2pm  
Saturday mornings 9-12pm. 

The library will be closed over the Christmas period 
 4pm the 23rd of December until reopening on Tuesday 17th January. 

 
This is my last newsletter as I am 

leaving after three years here in the 

role here of Teacher Librarian. It has 

been a pleasure to ensure the library 

meets the needs of our students and 

community members. I will miss 

many of the smiling faces that come 

through every day, including those 

we see below. I wish everyone in the 

community a Merry Christmas and all 

the best for the future.  

Mrs Kate Morris 



KNOCKOUT BASKETBALL 

Year 9/10 Boys Knockout team:  

Jed S, Dusty W, Bailey R, Luke H 

Mitch G, Mr Ken Blake, Travis W, Tyson R.  

Boys Knockout Basketball 
 

The Year 9/10 Basketball Team, which was comprised mainly of Year 9 boys went to Naracoorte to play 3 games against 

Penola High School, Lucindale Area School and a practice game against Grant High School. Our first game was against the 

Penola team and a strong team effort saw us come away victors by just over 20 points. Travis W led the way with his    

scoring but it wasn’t until Jed S started to open up the fast break game and score some easy baskets that eventually saw 

us break free and run away for an easy win. Others to do well were Tyson R and Bailey R. Our second game was against 

Grant High School who being a division above us, clearly gave the boys a ‘touch up’ with their ball skills and precise     

teamwork. Despite not really being able to get into the game, the boys still battled it out for some valuable practice and 

court time. Our final game was against Lucindale Area School and despite the scores being tight in the first half, the boys 

overcame their aching legs in the second half to again emerge the winners by just over 20 points. A special thanks go to 

Sally Hedges, Jordan Rehn and Levi Sigston for their efforts in representing our school with the umpires whistle and all the 

parents who willingly helped out with scoring on the day. 

 

Our success at this meeting meant that we were off to Adelaide to play more matches. This is where we really met out 

match playing against mainly Year 10 boys teams. Most players had a 5 – 10 kg and 5 – 10 cm height advantage and 

some even showed their dunking skills. As a result, it was a strong time of learning against better teams. I was pleased 

how the boys rose to the occasions that they faced. All stepped up. Mitch G found out what strong defense and            

trash-talking was all about, yet did a superb effort guarding the better players of other teams. Tyson learned how to be 

stronger in the key at both ends of the court. Dusty W played some outstanding basketball against better guards but still 

led the scoring in most of the games. Jed found that running the break against more knowledgeable players is very difficult 

and so learned the importance of positioning in defense. Bailey and Jack H battled strongly in defense, always against  

taller opposition and by the end of the day had shown strong improvement in their knowledge of how to play against such 

players. A special mention to Travis W who was charged with ball carrying duties and learned how strong pressure could be 

when opposed by talented players. He held his head high and was our second most prolific scorer on the day. We had one 

win, which was a credit to the tenacity and fighting spirit of the boys. As a result we came sixth out of eight teams. Again we 

thank all the Keith contingent who came and supported the boys and thank those who provided the transport, scoring and 

umpiring requirements. A special thanks go to Mitch G, Jack H, Tyson R, Bailey R, Jed S, Dusty W and Travis W for their 

efforts in displaying strong sportsmanship on the court and representing our school with honour. 



KNOCKOUT BASKETBALL CONTD... 

Girls Knockout Basketball 
 

The girls also travelled to Naracoorte and played against the same 3 teams. 

Before the day began we were down two valuable players, Tillee J who  

unfortunately had a knee injury weeks before the tournaments began and sadly 

this certain ‘starting five’ player was ruled out. Also missing was Macy L who had 

a previous Adelaide  appointment. Without these two regular starters, it fell on 

the bench players to step up and fill the gaps. And step up they did. Against  

Penola, the girls were ‘switched on’ from the start and quickly raced to a double 

digits lead and never looked back. Led superbly by Mia H’s coolness in defence 

and Tahra’s ‘bring it on’ special creativity in offense allowed Milly E to be given 

the role of fast-breaking in every game she played resulting in at least 10 points 

from her per game. We then had a ‘practice’ game against Grant High and after 

leading ‘all day’ lost by 2 pts in a thriller. Our final game was against  Lucindale 

Area School where both teams struggled with tiredness and ball skills however, 

again, thanks to some strong offensive basketball, particularly from Della C and 

Milly’s speed, the second half saw us reach a double digit lead which took us on 

to the next level of competition. 

 

The success of this day saw us move on to Adelaide where we faced the 

task of playing four teams and needed to win against all four to be totally 

successful for the day. We received an early blow when Tahra D was ruled out due to illness and this left us with 6 players 

on the day. We welcomed back Macy and her bullocking work in the key at both ends of the court ensured that the pressure 

was kept on throughout all games. We began the day against Kadina who appeared physically stronger but apart from some 

poor ball handling errors early in the game, the team steadied under the strong leadership of Macy and Mia. Their good play 

released Milly on the break and allowed some constructive offensive play from Della C who found her range within the key 

for double digit points. A half an hour break and then it was Mt. Barker High School. It was tight early and although we held 

a 6 point buffer we couldn’t capitalize on our good defensive work hampered by some poor shooting despite setting up well. 

Unfortunately near the end of the first half, we lost Mia H due to a bad knee injury leaving us with only 5 players for the rest 

of the game and indeed, the day. Once again, it was Milly’s fast break running in the second half which broke the shackles 

and the team steadied to run away with a comfortable win. 

 

And so it was on to our main contender, Balaklava, who had the luxury of a State Representative that was a class above the 

rest of the players on the court. Half time saw us ahead by 4 points only and the pressure was maintained for the first 5 

minutes of the next half. However, it took two consecutive ‘down town’ three pointers from Anna M in the space of a minute 

to ‘blow’ the game right open. Hollie A then went to work under the boards at both ends of the court and with her 4 points to 

mark a 10 point run, all of a sudden the game was ours. Opposition was minimal and we ran away to a 28 – 11 point     

victory. This was a superb effort from a five player team who not only kept out of foul trouble but played the entire game 

without any substitutions. Our final game was against one of the weaker teams but it was still going to be decided on the 

fitness of this 5 player team. We started slowly, took a while to ‘shake them off’ but in the end all girls played well and we 

ran away for a comfortable win. This was the first time ever that Keith Area School had won a school’s basketball           

competition and after 35 years of trying we became the official ‘Statewide Schools Champions Basketball Year 9 – 10 Girls 

Division 3’ winners for 2022. In this basketball team, every player had a responsibility and it was good to give all players 

plenty of court time and see them hone their skills under match conditions.  

 

In conclusion, this was the best effort ever by a Keith Area School team in any 

Knockout Basketball Competition. These girls did everything that their skills 

would allow them to do and played some good competitive basketball.         

Furthermore, they attended all the practices and some went there thinking that 

they wouldn’t see a lot of ‘court time’ in the finals but there were no complaints 

and the attitude and sportsmanship of the team was to be commended. So 

congratulations go to Hollie A, Della C, Tahra D, Milly E, Mia H, Macy L and Anna 

M. A special thankyou to all the mums (and Jamie Dick) who helped with 

transport and scoring during various games and especially Sarah Makin who   

organised all the administration paperwork and family notes. Parents, without 

your generosity with your time, we don’t play (and in this case become       

champions). Thankyou! 

 

Ken Blake. (Yr. 9/10 Boys and Yr. 9/10 Girls Coach) 

State Champions! Mia H, Anna M, Macy L, Hollie A, 

Della C, Milly E.  



ART 

LEGO,LEGO & MORE LEGO!  

 

Thanks to the help of charity organisation, Good360, 

Mr Judson was able to collect a whole lot of Lego for a 

tiny fraction of the cost. Some will go to classes, some 

to tech and some to the library. If you've got any ideas 

for what to do with the mountain that is left please let 

us know! 

Mr Ben Judson and students with the mega supply of 

Lego!  

Well done to Art teacher Mrs Farmer and her talented Year 11/12 

Art students who presented their amazing pieces at the Art        

Exhibition which is currently on display in the Library.  

Secondary Art Students:  Jordan R, Georga B, Cadence B, Peyton 

K, Sarah G and teacher Mrs Rachael Farmer.  







MR NICK NORMAN 

 

What do you do at Keith Area School?  

I look after the schools ICT Network Infrastructure to ensure the students have the best and safest possible 

experience whilst using technology. 

 

Who was your favourite teacher at school and why?  

My Digital Technology Teacher in High School. He gave me the  

foundational skills needed to start a career in Information Technology 

along with opportunities in the behind the scenes operation of ICT in a 

school environment. 

 

If you could go back  in time, what year would you travel to?  

2011 to pursue my career in ICT earlier. 

 

If you had to describe yourself as an animal, which one would it be?   

A Lion. I take pride in the work I do and achieve it to the best of my  

abilities. I take opportunities, both work and personal life to benefit  

myself as a whole. 

 

Finish this sentence: The thing I love most about my job is….  

Getting to work with technology each and everyday. 

MR NEVILLE MARKS 
 

What do you do at Keith Area School? . 
I am a state wide Permanent Relief Teacher taking J3 and I haven’t lost 

anyone yet! 

 

Who was your favourite teacher at school and why?   
My Year 12 Geography teacher. She was very conscientious and gave me 

a thorough study plan to get through the subject.   

 

If you could go back  in time, what year would you travel to? 

1984—The year I got married. I became part of a large extended family in 
Lameroo.  I grew up in Adelaide and found a wonderful community there. 

 
If you had to describe yourself as an animal, which one would it be?  
Horse—I use to love to run and had a horse called Ben. I trained lots of 

kids for the City to Bay run.  

 

Finish this sentence: The thing I love most about my job is….  

The variety, travelling the state and meeting new people.  

Mr Wotton spent five minutes 

with two staff members to 

know more about them.  



J1 Naracoorte Caves Excursion and Sleepover 

On Friday the 25th of November, the Year Two class went to Naracoorte Caves. We went to the Fossil Cave, Stick Tomato 

Cave and the Fossil Centre. The Fossil Centre was my favourite. We saw fossils, stalagmites, stalactites and cracks in the 

roof. We also got to play on the Fossil Hunters Playground.  

 

A long, long, long time ago back in the ice age the caves formed little holes in the roof that animals fell into. This is why 

there are so many fossils in the Victoria Fossil Cave. One of the animal bones that we saw was from the Short-Faced  

Kangaroo. In the Stick Tomato cave, a chemical reaction of water dripping into the cave, absorbed the carbon dioxide and  

become acidic. Instead of depositing calcite crystals, it dissolved the limestone to produce Avens. Due to the flowing air 

into the cave, the development of the avens has stopped. Forming a smooth surface on the roof. 

 

After we got back to school, we got 

changed into our bathers and had water 

play on the front lawn. For tea we had 

sausages in bread, and an ice cream. 

We then got changed into PJ’s and set 

up our beds for the night. We got to 

watch Sing 2. While we watched the 

movie, the teachers gave us popcorn 

and choc-chip cookies to eat. For   

breakfast Aaron cooked us all choc chip 

pancakes with cream. 

 

By Pippa K, Ada R and Elsie C. 



COMMUNITY NEWS 

Primary Christmas 
Concert  

Wednesday 14th  
December  

BBQ from 5pm  
Concert 6pm   




